
Statistics Canada released its annual report on crime rates last week and 
the Lawdawg always has something to say about crime rates.  What’s in a 
crime rate? 

Well sadly Nunavut leads the pack with crimes of violence.  These are amongst the most 
important of crime statistics because crimes of violence – I think – are an important 
variable in that they affect people’s sense of safety and they always involve a victim 
whereas property offences do not always affect people as directly.   

I always try to explain that a crime rate is calculated by taking the number of crimes 
committed over a year / over the population.  That number is then projected over a 
population of 100,000 and that gives you a crime rate.  Since Nunavut does not have a 
population of 100,000, it sometimes only take a few crimes to produce a significant rate 
of crime.  Another thing that needs to be accounted for is the fact that there may be 
higher crime rates in some southern communities but because the crime rate is 
calculated by reference to the entire provincial population, provincial crime rates may 
conceal communities that have crime rates higher than those seen in Nunavut. 

That said, let’s talk a bit about the numbers: 

The homicide rate for Canada as a whole is 1.6 meaning out of every 100,000 Canadians 
there are 1.6 killings – that includes manslaughter, first and second degree murder as 
well as people who are killed by criminal negligence, drunk driving and so on.  A 
homicide is an illegal killing of another human being.  Sadly the homicide rate for 
Nunavut is almost 10 times the national homicide rate.  Again, there were 5 homicides 
in Nunavut so the absolute number may not be very big and still generate a high crime 
rate.  The NWT for example also had 5 homicides but its homicide rate is 11.5. 

On the subject of other crimes of violence, Nunavut fares very poorly.  The national 
crime rate for major assaults is 152 per 100,000 however the crime rate for major 
assaults in Nunavut is 1,371.  Again the rate in Nunavut is about 10 times the national 
rate.  Similarly with sexual assault the national rate is 63.  The rate in Nunavut is 531.  
So the rate in Nunavut is about 8.5 times the national rate. For sexual offences involving 
children, the national rate is 11 whereas the rate in Nunavut is 104 or about 10 times the 
national rate.  For Break and Enter offences Nunavut again leads the pack with a rate of 
1502 as compared to a national rate of 504.  The crime rate in Nunavut for motor vehicle 
theft is 466 whereas the national average is 223.   

Except for the offences of Robbery and attempt murder, Nunavut stands as #1 in 
Canada for crimes of violence with a crime rate approximately 10 times the national 
average. 



1) Do you think Nunavut’s crime is higher because criminals think that 
they will not be punished very harshly? 
 

- No criminals do not think about being punished – also drunk criminals, which is 
what most of Nunavut’s criminals are, are even less likely to think about being 
punished. 

- The fact of harsh punishment does not mean a reduction in crime – jurisdictions 
with high capital punishment rates also have some of the highest murder rates 

- The whole idea of people being deterred by punishment is ridiculous – can you 
imagine someone saying – if I was going to get 3 years in jail I would not commit 
this crime, but I know I will only get 2 years and for 2 years I will just go ahead. 

- Offenders don’t know what penalty they are going to get – the #1 question is 
“how much do you think I’ll get?  Because most and I mean 90% offenders don’t 
know what punishment they are looking at. 

 
2) Do criminals try to get away with crime by blaming their behaviour on 
their background 
 

- It is very rare that offenders are able to explain their behaviour.  And it ends up 
being their lawyers explaining their behaviour. 

- I had a fellow – 52 – who said to me when I was asking him why he keeps getting 
into trouble “Do you think I like living like this?  I get angry when I drink because 
I was sexually assaulted as a child and then abused by my father when I got older  
I can’t talk about this in jail or they will laugh at me.  In my community, if I talk 
about this stuff everyone will find out.  I learned to drink when I was 8.  And now 
I can smell an open bottle from a mile away.  I don’t like it, but I am going to keep 
going back to jail until I die.”  

- Criminals don’t blame their background – it just is.  Bad backgrounds cause 
crime. 

 

3) Does the crime rate end up higher because the RCMP are so closely 
involved in northern communities?  It is likely that the police will find out 
about crime even though it does not get reported? 
 

- I think that there is some truth to this.  Particularly with what are called 
administration of justice offences or AOJOs.  Aboriginal communities have a 
higher rate of AOJOs than communities that are not identified as such. I think 
one of reasons for this is the fact that an elevated police presence means that all 
of the law enforcement personnel in a community know who is on conditions and 



what they are.  Police know who isn’t supposed to be driving or drinking or has a 
curfew and it is difficult to avoid being seen in a smaller community.  In the south 
offenders are anonymous and can get away with lots of AOJOs and no one ever 
knows.  I do not think that there is a higher rate of reporting crime generally, I 
think the same reasons that people do not report crime in the south explain why 
people do not report crime in the north. 

 
4) Does the average age in Nunavut have an impact on crime statistics? 
 

- Yes – Nunavut is young – too young really and youth is associated with 
misbehaviour and people who are inclined to get into trouble with the law tend to 
be less involved with the law when they hit 40.  Unfortunately, that means that all 
the tough punishment types are wasting their breath.  Younger offenders just 
don’t catch on that quickly. 

 


