
12 There’s a stranger in my bed 
 
There's a stranger in my bed 
There's a pounding in my head 
Glitter all over the room 
Pink flamingos in the pool 
I smell like a minibar 
DJ's passed out in the yard… 
 
Criminal lawyers love this Katy Perry song, especially her concluding instruction “this 
This Friday night - Do it all again.”   

Wills and booze are great sources of legal work although wills tend to require office 
infrastructure that the practice of criminal law does not require. 

Ultimately, booze results in way more work than wills.  Estimates vary, but most 
criminal lawyers will tell you that 70-90% of crime in the North is related to alcohol.  
Whether it is the drink too many that fuels a domestic spat over perceived infidelity, or a 
sex-assault facilitated by a victim being passed out, or young offenders who end up in 
trouble because parents aren’t capable of parenting, booze is great for the business of 
criminal law.   

For you dear reader, the bottom line is that getting plastered is a great way to come face 
to face with the criminal justice system. 

I don’t want to be the subject of any “you are blaming the victim” complaints so I want 
my message to be clear: just like getting into a car with a drunk driver is a dangerous 
activity, getting hammered puts you at risk of serious injury.  That injury can be the 
result of anything from freezing, falling down and breaking something, getting in a fight, 
to being assaulted or even killed.  So, without blaming anyone, real life says that alcohol 
increases the chances that poor motor skills and bad decision-making are going to get 
someone hurt.   

Obviously, there is an upside to this.  When people get hurt, police show up and usually 
when police show up charges get laid and usually when charges get laid, there is work 
for lawyers. 

Why cut off the work you ask? Fortunately for me and everyone else associated with the 
criminal justice system, (although sadly too) the people who need to read this and 
reconsider their alcohol consumption probably won’t.  However, for the tiny number of 
you who are reading this and thinking about a new commitment to drinking responsibly, 
consider the following. 

Being wasted is not a defence to most criminal code offences.  It may reduce something 
like murder to manslaughter but it is not going to get you an acquittal.  Section 33.1 of 
the Criminal Code states that self-induced intoxication is not a defence to general intent 
offences. 



The weird media reports about people who somehow manage to beat driving charges 
due to intoxication are just that - weird.  Most people charged with drinking and driving 
are convicted.  You never hear about it when these crazy decisions are overturned on 
appeal.   

You also do not hear much about offenders who spend significant terms in jail for 
conduct in respect of which they have no memory.  Most people think that even though 
they wake up to being charged by the police, what must have happened was not all that 
bad.  It is difficult to describe the shock you hear in the voice of someone you just told is 
looking at 4 to 5 years in jail for something s/he doesn’t remember doing in respect of 
which there are witnesses and DNA evidence.  “I did what?!?!?!? 

When drunk people interact with each other, even modest levels of misconduct can have 
fatal consequences (accompanied by long jail terms).  A slight drunken push of an 
intoxicated victim that resulted in a tumble down some stairs at the bottom of which 
head met rock got the offender 4 years in jail.  A single drunken punch that meant that 
head hit curb got the offender 5 years in jail. 

When drunk people interact with each other sexually, it also causes big problems.  Once 
upon a time, lemon gin was known as “panty remover”; those days are gone.  Nowadays 
the term for sex with an intoxicated partner, is sexual assault.  If your partner is under 
the influence to the point that s/he cannot really make a decision, you are chargeable.  
These kinds of events frequently go to trial with the accused insisting that the 
complainant consented.  When the jury decides that the complainant didn’t consent, 
even with no criminal record, you will get something in range of 4 to 5 years in jail and 
you could get up to 10. 

So this Holiday Season, if you care about criminal lawyers, remember that popular 
refrain from LMFAO “Shots shots shots shots shots shots shots…” 


