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We talked last week about crime statistics in Nunavut and how high they are relative to 

the national average.  For today’s column I want to talk about the crime statistics for 

Administration of Justice Offences or AOJOs. 

What exactly are AOJOs? 

AOJOs are, obviously, connected to the Administration of Justice.  The Administration 

of Justice usually refers to court and the people associated with Court – judges, sheriffs, 

court staff and in some circumstances police officers.   Most AOJOs are offences that 

involve Court orders; Justice is administered by means of court orders.  So when you 

don’t comply with an order of the Court, in other words, when you breach a court order, 

it is an AOJO.  

AOJOs can also involve promises that are connected with the court; for example, if you 

make a promise to a police officer or a justice of the peace to get released from the cells 

at the RCMP detachment (the legal name for that promise is an undertaking), if you 

break your promise, in other words, if you do not comply with or follow your 

undertaking, it is an Administration of Justice Offence. 

Can you give us some examples of AOJOs 

If you get released by a police officer you make a promise to observe certain conditions 

intended to keep you out of trouble until Court comes to your hamlet.  That promise is 

called an undertaking to a police officer, but it is like a court order because if you break 

your promise (called a breach of undertaking) you can be arrested for it, charged for it, 

and remanded for it (remand means that you wait in jail until all of your charges are 

taken care of).  A breach of an undertaking to a police officer is an AOJO. 

If you give an undertaking to a Justice of the Peace, it is a court order.  Although you 

make a promise to the justice of the peace, s/he also orders you to be good and to follow 

certain conditions.  If you breach your undertaking, again you can be arrested for it, 

charged for it, and remanded for it. 
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Similarly, you might be released by a judge and again, like to the justice of the peace, 

you make a promise to the judge, but in addition, s/he also orders you to be good and to 

follow certain conditions.  If you ignore that order, once again, you have committed an 

AOJO and once again, you can be arrested for it, charged for it, and remanded for it. 

Sometimes those jail waits can be very very long. 

Do you have some examples of conditions that might be part of an undertaking? 

 A very common example of a release condition that a justice of the peace or a police 

officer might impose is a no-contact condition.   

I have talked before about how courtworkers can help with changing those conditions.   

Cases of domestic violence usually involve an order that the person who appears to be 

the offender is required to stay away from the family home.  However, it is very often the 

case that once things have cooled off the partner wants the offender back in the house 

and he or she – usually a she – will ask the other person to come back home.   

If he goes back, without changing the court order, he breaches the order; he commits an 

AOJO.  By going back home, the way the court sees it, the offender is basically giving the 

judge the finger – saying hey I’ll do what I like.  Judges don’t really like getting the 

finger.  Again you have in many cases, partners contributing to this problem, by asking 

him to come back home, and in fact she can be charged too for helping him to breach the 

order.   

Most people think what the heck she wants me back but, as I say, the judge doesn’t look 

at it that way.  The court looks at AOJOs very seriously and will always think about 

sending offenders who breach their orders to jail.   

Are undertakings the only court orders that can be breached? 

Not at all; another very common court order is a probation order.   

A very very common condition in probation orders is don’t consume alcohol.  The 

reason for this condition is usually that the person only gets into trouble if s/he is 
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drinking and intoxicated.  The problem is that when you are told not to drink on 

probation it is very difficult to stay dry when your partner, your friends and your family 

are all saying “come on have a cup.”  Almost all of my clients who get charged with 

breach of probation get their alcohol from family and friends.  So it ends up that the 

conditions in an order can be very difficult to follow. 

I don’t know why mothers and fathers, aunties and uncles, brothers and sisters want to 

put their relatives in jail but it happens all the time. 

Anyway, if you are having a problem with alcohol and your family is not helping, do not 

wait, do not pass Go, see a court worker or call your local clinic immediately.  The clinic 

may be able to do something to change your order so that even if your family doesn’t 

care if they but you in jail, you still might be able to get some help.  

Ok – so what are the stats you wanted to talk about? 

As with the other crime stats Nunavut is ahead of the pack.  Our rate of AOJOs is 4 times 

the national rate.  That means that Nunavummiut are breaking their promises at 4 times 

the national average. 

Most crime seems to be higher in Nunavut – what is important about AOJOs? 

If you have a criminal record showing AOJOs for the court it may be proof that you lie, 

that you break your promises and that you breach court orders.  

This becomes a real problem when there is another offence and you want to be released 

before court comes to your hamlet, when you want to avoid that long long wait in jail.  A 

record for AOJOs can make a huge difference. 

How does a record for AOJOs make a difference? 

If you have a record of offences against the administration of justice, you have a record 

of broken promises.   When s/he is thinking about whether to remand you or not, the JP 

is thinking about whether you will keep your promise to observe your conditions.  BUT 

once you have broken your promise, why should the JP trust you again?  If you have 
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broken promises again and again and again, it will be tough for the JP to believe you.  

“This time I really mean it.”  The JP replies “No you don’t, you always break your 

promises to follow my orders, it is not safe to let you out of jail.” 

Is there a way to avoid AOJOs? 

The easiest way to avoid an AOJO is to simply keep your promise.  The 2nd way to avoid 

AOJOs is to change the court order.   

There is a courtworker in all of the communities of the Kitikmeot and there are 

courtworkers in most of the other communities in Nunavut.  So, for example, if you 

want to go back with your partner legally so that you don’t get charged, you call your 

courtworker of the legal aid clinic.  They can help you change the order and get back 

home and most important they can help keep you out of jail. 

It is pretty simple - if you get the order changed, you don’t go to jail.  If you don’t know 

the number for the clinic or your courtworker call my office and we will make the 

connection for you.  The Kitikmeot Law Centre toll free number is 866.240.4006. 

 


