
Last week we talked about information that the police obtain during an arrest this 

information may also form the basis for a search warrant  

Can you give us an example? 

We talked last week about police taking photos at the police detachment which might 

demonstrate that the lack of defensive injuries means that there can be no self-defense 

argument at trial. If the police have grounds to believe that medical records may 

demonstrate that no injuries were sustained by the accused, they may be able to use this 

in an information to obtain in support of a search warrant that would permit them to 

seize medical records.  

Similarly, it may be that an alleged victim does not wish to cooperate with police and 

refuses to disclose injuries that he or she has sustained during an assault. The police 

may be able to, again, use a search warrant to seize medical records which would show 

the extent of injuries suffered by the alleged victim. 

We also talked about DNA last week. 

There is a special provision the criminal code which permits peace officers to seize 

bodily substances. This is frequently done by means of what is called a "bucal swab". For 

a bugle swab, the police take a long Q-tip and rub it on the inside of the cheeks of the 

suspect seal it in an envelope and send it off for analysis. 

DNA can also be obtained by way of a tiny finger prick following which a drop of blood is 

placed on a special absorbent card which is also sent away for analysis. This kind of 

award must be obtained from a judge not a justice of the peace and, again, it requires 

reasonable grounds to obtain the warrant.  This will require that a there were grounds to 

believe that the suspect was involved in the crime and that DNA which did not belong to 

the complainant was found on the complainant's body or clothing. 

Are there other kinds of search warrants. 



Search warrants are available for computer data, bank records, financial statements, 

income tax returns and there is even a provision in the criminal code which permits 

judges to issue search warrants for anything which is not specified in the Criminal Code.  

In addition, it should be noted that the criminal code provides expressly that if the 

police find other evidence of criminal activity during the execution of a search warrant 

they may seize the evidence so long as they are properly executing a search warrant. 

 


